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Conclusion 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The BENCHISTA project investigates disparities in 
childhood cancer (CC) survival rates by analysing variation 
in CC stage at diagnosis across regions and promoting the 
use of Toronto Staging Guidelines (TSG) by Population-
Based Cancer Registries (PBCRs). PBCRs worldwide 
identified cases of six common paediatric solid tumours from 
2014 to 2017, applying TSG and collecting additional 
prognostic factors, treatment, and outcome data. Tumour-
specific clinical experts led online workshops to standardize 
TSG application. 
 
67 PBCRs from 28 countries participated, providing de-
personalized patient-level datasets. Legal heterogeneity 
among countries meant extensive time was spent for Data 
Transfer Agreement (DTA) finalization, delaying data 
sharing. A survey highlighted challenges in stage 
ascertainment, with 44% confirming clinician consultation 
when uncertain. 75% of PBCRs completed a staging quality 
assurance exercise, ensuring high data accuracy. 

What this means for the service 
 
 
 

Despite regulatory challenges, the Benchista project fosters 
productive collaboration between PBCRs and clinicians, 
enhancing understanding of CC survival rate variation and 
supporting research. It highlights the need for streamlined 
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data sharing processes to improve national and regional 
child health strategies. 

 
 
 
 
 


